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This presentation is about:

XParticipatory approach in natural 

resource management (agriculture)

> Specifically, a partnership initiative of 

farmers, scientists and NGOs for 

agricultural and rural development in 

the Philippines



RICE Conference, 1985

Failure of Green Revolution:

Â Loss of local varieties

Â More inputs, higher costs

Â More pests, new biotypes

Â Acidic soils

Â Degraded environment

Â Farmers forgot how to 
growrice

>> Farmersô greater indebtedness,     

rural poverty



The IAASTD Report

X Any benefit from production and yields was at 
the expense of the environment and social 
equity.

X Industrial farming, input and energy intensiveness, 
and marginalization of small scale farmers, is no 
longer tenable. 

X Business as usual is no longer an option.  Radical 
change is needed in agriculture policy and practice.

X Traditional knowledge/IK of farmers and local 
communities should be tapped and work in 
partnership with formal science and technology.



MASIPAG: Putting the Periphery 

at the Center

Goal: Empower resource-poor farmers 

and improve their quality of life

Â Focused on resource-poor farmersô 

problems:  

- bring back traditional varieties

- improve these varieties

- minimize cost of production inputs



Strategies:

XBottom-up approach (prioritize on community 
needs, problems, and aspirations)

XFarmer-Scientist partnership (planning, 
research, monitoring and evaluation) 

XFarmer-led research and training (through 
farmer-managed trial farms cum training centers)

XFarmer-to-farmer mode of transfer   
(seed and technology diffusion)

XAdvocacy (e.g. land reform, no patenting of life)



¸ Diversified-Integrated 

Farming System (DIFS)

¸ Farmer-developed / 

adapted technology

¸ Network Strengthening

¸ Local Processing and 

Marketing

Programs

¸ Collection, Identification, 

Maintenance, Multiplication 

and Evaluation (CIMME)

¸ Breeding (Rice, Corn, 

Livestock)

¸ Soil Fertility Management

¸ Alternative Pest 
Management (APM)



MASIPAG Rice Collection:
1,104 Traditional Rice Varieties 

1,069 Masipag Bred Lines 

RESULTS:



Farmer rice breeders

ü67 farmer-breeders

ü273 rice crosses developed



Young Apprentice Rice Breeders



Peopleôs Organization (PO) Members
Luzon: 90 POs

Nueva Ecija: 8, Pangasinan: 9, Zambales: 7,
CamarinesSur: 16, OccidentalMindoro: 1,
NuevaViscaya: 11, Isabela: 6, Cagayan: 2,
Quezon: 7, Pampanga: 1; Rizal: 1; Abra: 2;
Kalinga/Apayao: 3; Laguna: 1

Visayas: 174 POs

NegrosOccidental: 95, Iloïlo: 18, Antique: 13, Aklan:
12, Leyte: 7, Bohol: 1; Capiz: 12; Southern
Leyte: 16

Mindanao: 390 POs

AgusandelNorte: 34; AgusanSur: 35; Bukidnon: 26;
CompostelaValley: 1; DavaoCity: 39; Davao
Norte: 29; DavaoOriental: 16; DavaodelSur: 9;
Lanao del Norte: 11; Lanao del Sur: 4;
Maguindanao: 10; MisamisOccidental: 18;
Misamisoriental: 14; North Cotabato: 16;
Saranggani: 2; South Cotabato: 6; Sultan
Kudarat: 11; SurigaoNorte: 7; SurigaoSur: 13;
ZamboangadelNorte: 24; ZamboangaSibugay:
15; ZamboangadelSur: 50

üMasipag is active in 47 provinces


